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Border Security Needs Improvement, INS, Customs Tell Panel

THE GOVERMMENT S
OPERATIONS TR CE
tion officials told a Senate subcom-
mittes Wednesday that thelr agencies
need more parsonnel. more advanced
technology and better coaperation
from the intelligence community to se-
cure the nation's northern border.
Immigration and Naturalization Ser-
vice Commissioner James Ziglar and
1.5, Customs Service Commissionar
Robert Bonner told the Senate Treasury
and General Govermment Appropria-
tioms Subcommittes that northern Dor-
der security was a focus of improve-
ment even before the 3ept. 11 attacks,
Subrommittes Chalrman Byron
Dorgan, D-N.1D., said he has long he-
lieved the northern border is vulner
ahle. The 4.000-mile border, he said, is
“woefully understaifed,” adding that
orange cones are responsible for pro-
tecting much of i,
Bonner said no port of entry should
be leit inseciure. "l want to retire those

arange cones,” he said. Every port of
entry has been ordered to maintain
at least two officers, 24 houwrs a day.
seven dayvs a week, he added.

While both commissioners said
thew are confident the borders are now
seciyre, they said they [ear not being
able to maintain the security.

Personnel have been transferred
from the southern to the northern hoe-
der since the attacks, and are working
12-hour shifts, they said.

*The fact is we are expending a vast
amount of overtime, asking our people
Lo work much longer, harder hours,”
Bonoer said, "1 am concered that the
amount of hours will lead to burnout.”

Ziglar said there are two key ele-
ments in increasing border securily:
expanded use of technology and co-
operation among agencies.

[ addition to calling for an increase
in INS Border Patrol agents and facilities,
Ziplar encouraged expanding access to
hinmetric identificatlon systems, te data

jrom the multi-agency Advance Passen
ger Information System and the National
Crime Information Center Interstate den-
tification Index. He said these tech-
nalogies would help prevent known Ler-
rorists and criminals from entering or
fleeing the United States.

"We know [additional security] is
going to inconvenlence some of us,”
said Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Mont, "Hut
it's an inconvenience the American
peaple are willing to accept.”

Ziglar and Boenner are receiving
daily morning intelligence hriefings,
and suzgested an integration of tech-
nology systems to be able to share data
with the State Department and the FBL

“It’s nat just sharing the Informa-
tion,” Bonner added, "It's also having
the intelligence to share”

Ziglar added there would also be an
eifort to minimize inconveniences to
frequent. “low-risk travelers” and to re-
dusce the threat to commerce and trade,
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